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From the Superintendent’s Desk

End of School Year – Good Luck Seniors

By the time you are reading this publication the final quarter of the 2020 – 21 school year is well underway. Hardin Northern is planning to have graduation this spring in the gym. The best-case scenario is that health orders have been lifted by May 23 rd. In the case
the health orders remain in place, we will have an approved plan with some restrictions on capacity but, like we have done this entire
school year, we will do our very best to accommodate as many people as we can and still maintain a safe environment.
When these seniors walk across the stage on May 23 rd it will mark the 69th class to graduate from Hardin Northern since the consolidation school year of 1952 – 53. On behalf of the staff, the Board, and the administration we wish this group of seniors the very best as
they move on to the next stage in their lives. I know they will find the lessons they learned here in the classrooms, athletic fields and
gymnasiums, on the stage performing, and/or just being part of the fabric of this community will serve them well in their adult lives. I
also want to thank the Hardin Northern teachers, our support staff, and the community for providing this group of seniors with the tools
they need to find success in life. Good luck seniors!

Make-up Days

The school district will be making up two instructional days due to inclement weather. These days are April 1 and April 5. There will
be an early dismissal (1:15 p.m.) on April 1 and we will return to our normal schedule on Monday, April 5. The district has already
made up some of the time (days) utilizing online learning and blizzard bag packets so there is no plans to add days onto the end of the
school year. There will be a two-hour early release (1:15 p.m.) on the last day of school, May 21 st.

Strategic Planning – 2021

The district has made the decision to move forward with an updated strategic planning process this spring to prepare the district to continue to move forward beginning next fall, 2021. The methodology for creating the plan will look a little different than in the past but
we are still calling on our external stakeholders to be a part of the planning process.
Specifically, I am asking volunteers to help us plan by providing input through community focus groups. These groups will help us to
gather input for district direction in five areas: Public Relations, Facilities, Technology, Co-Curricular Activities, and Academics.
If you would like to participate on one or more of these committees, please contact me via email (jeff.price@hardinnorthern.org) or call
my office at 419-759-2331 extension 1210, leave a message detailing which committee you would like to participate on if I am not
available to take your call.
If you cannot participate in a focus group, no worries you can still help shape our future by watching for and filling out a survey that
will come to all residents in the district. We will be asking a couple of questions in each of the areas (public relations, facilities, technology, co-curricular, and academics). This survey should arrive at your house sometime in mid to late April, 2021.

Academic Update

The 2020 – 2021 school year for Hardin Northern has been as normal a school year as we could have possibly have hoped for given the
guidelines, restrictions, and dangers of what the students and staff faced back in August. We are proud that Hardin Northern is the ONLY district in the county that was not closed this school year due to a COVID outbreak. Many area schools went on a hybrid
schedule, 2 days/ week or went to a half-day schedule. Our students were able to stay in session all day, every day and so they have
experienced most of the curricular and extra-curricular activities of a normal school year. Further, our internal testing data confirms
that, while we did have a short COVID slide in the spring of 2020, our teachers and students have worked to make this slide up and
actually make academic gains from where we have been in the past. This accomplishment is truly amazing and is not possible without
the dedication and work from students, teachers, parents, and our support staff. Thanks to all of these groups.
Recognition needs to go out to another group for their dedication to our students. Very few people are aware there is a group of praying
grandmothers who have been meeting in the mornings at the school since the fall of 2016. They meet to pray over this school district,
both the students and the staff. While these meetings have been suspended due to COVID since March, 2020 I know these ladies continue to hold this district up in prayer to God. To these women, God honors those who honor Him, you have made a difference in the
lives of children especially this school year. We very much appreciate your prayers for our safety and well-being.
Jeff Price, Superintendent
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GUIDANCE BULLETIN #4
Hardin Northern Scholarship Foundation Polar Bear Legacy
Scholarships from the scholarship Foundation will be awarded this spring. Polar Bear Legacy scholarships will be awarded
to three graduating seniors. In addition, the Norma Dirmeyer Bibler Scholarship will be awarded to a Hardin Northern
graduate furthering their education full time next year (2 year or 4 year). Applications for both scholarships can be found
on the guidance website. Both applications are due April 9 to Mr. Wilson. If you are interested in donating to the foundation, information can be found at . http://hn.k12.oh.us/district/alumni/
Hardin Northern Community Scholarship Fund
Graduation for the Hardin Northern Class of 2021 is set for Sunday, May 23. Starting with the class of 1984 each Hardin
Northern graduating class has had the opportunity to be awarded what has become known as the Hardin Northern Community Scholarships. Each year as many as twenty scholarships have been awarded from this fund to graduating seniors
who will be continuing their education.
This program has been made possible over the years by donations from area individuals, service groups, businesses, and
companies. As has been the case for the past thirty-seven years, it is hoped that area and community contributors can
once again be counted on to provide the funds to make this program possible.
The Class of 2021 has 27 members and a large number of them are making plans to continue their education at technical
institutions, colleges, and universities. Although the dollar amounts of these scholarships have always been modest in
comparison to college educational costs, every dollar counts toward the Community Scholarship Program’s goal of showing
the community’s support of education beyond high school.
All donations to the scholarship fund are tax deductible. Checks should be made payable to “Hardin Northern Scholarship
Fund”. Questions can be directed to Andy Wilson or Michelle Obenour.

Please do not mail your contribution to the school! Rather, please mail your donations to:
Hardin Northern Community Scholarship Fund
PO Box 11
Dunkirk, Ohio 45836-0011
THANK YOU! WE APPRECIATE YOUR HELP.

Hall of Distinction
In an effort to recognize outstanding alumni of Hardin Northern, Dola, and Dunkirk, nominations for outstanding alumni
were taken through January of this year. A committee then selected Mr. Steve Christopher (HN class of 1977) and Mr.
John Wilson (Dunkirk class of 1951) for this year’s class. Both men will be inducted into the Hall of Distinction at Graduation. Congratulations! If you know a Dola, Dunkirk, or Hardin Northern graduate that has gone on to accomplish great
things in his or her field of endeavor and community, please nominate them at www.hardinnorthern.org

Academic Awards Assembly
The spring academic awards assembly is tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, May 18 at 1:45 pm in the varisty gym. This assembly allows the school to recognize the seniors receiving scholarships, the top students in each course, perfect attendance, and other awards/recognitions. NOTE: Academic letters and pins for 3.0 GPA’s for this year for students in grades 711 will be awarded at the fall academic awards assembly and not the spring. Parents of students receiving awards or
recognitions will receive an invitation about a week before the assembly.

Elks Teen of the Month
Congratulations to Gabbi Hackworth and Owen Wetherill for being named Hardin Northern’s Elks Teens of the Month for March
and Hailey Ritchie and Cole Morris for being named the recipient for April.
Out of the students that were slected by the staff for Elk’s Teens of the Month, the staff selected Mara Ruhlen and Luke Wilson
as our Elk’s Teens of the Year. These two students will compete with the other schools in the county for the county wide Elk’s
Teen of the Year Award which will be named at a banquet in May. In addition, Lance Good was selected as our Elk’s Volunteer of
the Year and will also be recongnized in May. I would like to thank the staff for taking the time to vote each month.

Course Scheduling for the 2021-2022 School Year
Students in 6-11th will register for their courses during the week of March 15. Students will be given final schedules sometime in
May. DON’T LOSE THIS SCHEDULE!!
Students taking CCP courses for next year will be given college resgistraion materials as soon as we have schedules set. CCP students that have not taken a course through that college in the past will need to apply for admittance at that college.

TIDE AIR Testing
The next generation of graduation tests are called End of Course Exams and are created by TIDE AIR (English Language Arts,
Math, Science and Social Studies). These tests are given at the end of the following subjects: English I & II, Biology, American History, Government, Alg. I and Geometry. Each test is worth between 1 and 5 points and a students in the classes of 2021 and
2022 must accumulate a total of 18 points from these seven tests to graduate. In addition, each student must receive a minimum of 4 points from math tests, 4 points from ELA tests, and 6 points from science and social studies tests. Students that do
not meet this requirement can not graduate from an Ohio high school. All current seniors have met their state testing requirement and pending final grades in this year’s courses, are on track to graduate!
In addition, Students in grades 3-8 will also take an End of Course Exam in ELA and Math each year. Students in grades 5 and 8
will also take a science EOC exam. These tests give students, parents, and the school a snap shot of progress and help prepare
students for the high school graduation tests. All tests will be given on-line in April or early May.
Starting with the class of 2023, students will be required to score a 684 on both ELA II and Algebra I EOC tests to qualify for graduation. They will also be required to earn a minimum of 2 readiness seals. Seals can be earned in a variety of ways but two seals
can be earned by scoring proficient in the EOC tests for Biology, Government, and American History. The class of 2023 and beyone doesn’t need to take ELA I EOC.
Junior High and Highschool test dates are listed under dates to remember.
Promotion
Promotion from 7th grade to 8th grade or 8th to 9th grade requires students to pass 3 of these classes: science, math, English, social studies, and reading. Students must have 5 high school credits to be considered a 10 th grader, 10 credits to be considered an
11th grader, 15 credits to be considered a 12th grader, and 21 credits to graduate.
Summer School
For those students who fail classes, you can make the classes up during the summer. It is the responsibility of the student/
parents to make sure this occurs!! Remember, only 2 summer school credits can be used for promotion during junior high and
only 2 summer school credits can be used for graduation in high school. ACE on line and Apollo summer schools are the only
ones available to students that passed at least 2 of the 4 nine weeks in a class or 1 of the 2 semesters. All options are not cheap.
Best bet? Pass the class at HN!!
Summer school starts in mid June. This means parents must be prepared to register students for summer school as soon as they
know the student will need it. As soon as the guidance office has final grades, summer school information will be sent to those
needing it. Remember! Registrations for summer school go directly to the summer school, not to HN!!
NOTE: You may only take one English class per high school grade and you must have 4 English credits to graduate. If you fail
an English class, you must make it up in summer school to graduate on time. If you don’t make up a failed class in summer
school, you will have to change your schedule to make it up next year!

Juniors (next year’s seniors)
Summer ACT test dates are June 12th and July 17th . The registration deadline for the June 12th ACT test is May 7, 2021 and
the July 17th registration deadline is June 18. Juniors should consider taking the ACT at this time!!! Register for ACT at
www.actstudent.org
Athletic Eligibility
To be eligible to play junior high sports, the student must pass 5 classes each nine weeks. To be eligible to play high school
sports, the student must pass 5 credits of classes each nine weeks.
To play at an NCAA division I or II college, students must clear the NCAA clearinghouse. Information on the clearinghouse can
be found at www.ncaaclearinghouse.net. Be aware, to be eligible to play at this level, students must take and pass a college
prep curriculum.
Seniors
At the end of April I will need a list of scholarships that each senior is getting, awards they have received during their senior
year, and plans after graduation. This will be used for the awards program and graduation, so make sure it is correct!
Community Scholarship, Polar Bear Legacy, and Norma Dirmeyer Bibler Applications have been given to all Seniors. Make sure
you fill these out if you are eligible. You can find the applications on the guidance web-page. They are all due April 9.

April Dates to Remember
April 1- 1:30 early dismissal for Easter break
April 2- No school. Easter Break
April 5- Return from Easter Break
April 9- Bibler Scholarship due. NOTE this scholarship now allows HN graduating seniors going to ANY college to apply.
April 9- HN Community Scholarship applications and Polar Bear Legacy Scholarship Applications due.
April 17- ACT test date
April 20- Interim grades
April 22- Grades 7, 8, and ELA II EOC testing- students not testing can come to school at 10:10 am.

May Dates to Remember
May 2- Elks’ Teen of the Year Banquet at 5:30 pm tentatively scheduled
May 4- Grades 7, 8, Algebra I/Tech Algebra I, Geometry/Tech Algebra II EOC- Students not testing can come to school at 10:10 am.
May 5- American Gov’t EOC (Full year class only) EOC in AM and American History EOC in afternoon.
May 6- Biology EOC test in am and 8th grade science EOC in afternoon.

May 7- deadline for registration for June 12 ACT testing
May 18- Academic Awards Assembly in school gym at 1:45 pm Tentatively scheduled.
May 18- Seniors last day, breakfast, and graduation rehearsal Tentatively scheduled.
May 21- Last day for students
May 23- Graduation at 2 pm
Summer Dates to Remember
June 4- Guidance Office closes for summer.
June 12- ACT Testing date
June 18- ACT registration deadline for July 17 test date
July 17- ACT Testing date
Watch Kenton Times in August for schedule pick up dates and 7th grade orientation date.

July 10- HN Polar Bear Golf Outing to benefit the HN Scholarship Foundation.

NEWS FROM THE HARDIN NORTHERN PUBLIC LIBRARY

SUMMER READING IS BACK!
We are happy to announce that the summer reading program will return and start June 1 st!
Children preschool through 6th grade are encouraged to participate in the 6 week program. Participants
will check out and read books from the library. For each book read and recorded on their book list
reading record, they will receive a ticket. The tickets will be placed in a drawing for 4 prizes. The prizes are 2 bicycles and 2 Kindle Fire HD8 tablets.
We will also have our weekly “Tuesdays at 2” program. This year the program will be held at the Dunkirk Village Park. Each week, a professional entertainer will present a fun program that will encourage
reading. These programs are free to those attending.
The first one, “The Exotic Zoo” will be Tuesday June 1st at 2:00 pm. Following the program, children
can register to join the summer reading program. Upon registration they will receive a book list reading record and a schedule of the remaining Tuesday programs.
Additional information will be sent home with the students in mid-May as well as at the library, its
website and facebook page.
The library will be closed Monday, May 31st in observance of the Memorial Day Holiday.
Hardin Northern Public Library
419-759-3558
hardinnorthernpl.org
hardinnorthernpl@gmail.com
facebook – hardin northern public library
Monday and Tuesday 1-8; Wednesday 9-5; Thursday 9-8; Friday 12-5; Saturday 9-12

2021 Buckeye Girls State
We would like to congratulate three juniors for being selected to represent
Hardin Northern at the 2021 Buckeye Girls’ State. Representing the Polar
Bears are Kennedy Hall, Jadi Herrod-Gonzalez, and Maddy Wilch. The
American Legion Post 185 in Ada will sponsor the girls to participate in
the 2021 program at the University of Mount Union in Alliance.
Buckeye Girls’ State is a weeklong program designed to educate Ohio's
young women in the duties, privileges, rights, and responsibilities of good
citizenship. By getting involved in the process, BGS delegates learn about
city, county, and state government in a camp that will involve junior girls
from across the state.
Congratulations to these students for their outstanding efforts and representing the Hardin Northern community. GO POLAR BEARS!

KINDERGARTEN SCREENING

2021-2022
Kindergarten Screening at Hardin Northern School for the 2021-2022 school year has been
scheduled for Wednesday, May 5, 2021 from 8:30–3:30 p.m. in the High School Gym.
Your child must be 5 years of age on, or before August 1, 2021 to be eligible for next year’s Kindergarten Class.
You must register your child for Kindergarten Screening in the office prior to the screening date.
Please call 419-759-2331 and ask for Jodi Thiel, Elementary Secretary.
When registering your child, we will need the following papers from you:
*-Child’s Birth Certificate
*-Social Security Card
*-Immunization Records/Health History
*-Custody Papers (If Applicable)
*-Proof of Residency (Anything with your name and current address such as driver’s
license, billing, etc.)
Paperwork needs to be turned in by April 14th.
Thank you for your cooperation and we look forward to meeting our parents and students of
next year’s Kindergarten Class!

The kindergarten is starting up an Earth Day PBL! We are collecting used goods that are “3D shapes” from
home and then turning them into play blocks for our preschool friends! This PBL will be enhanced by helpful
seniors in Mrs. Uitto’s Journalism class. We will be teaching our preschool friends how to help our earth by
showing them what we did to reuse items to make new items. The Journalism students will be interviewing us
on what we learned about helping our environment, they will then create a video to share with our preschool
friends when we deliver the blocks. We are looking forward to this and we hope to show everyone our work
at the “Polar Bear Showcase”.

FCCLA & HN Art Department
Community Soup Meal
When: Monday, April 26th, 2021
During the Polar Bear Showcase and
Spring Art Show
Where: HN Cafeteria
Show Case Time: 5:30p.m. – 7:30p.m.
Food Served in Café: 5:45p.m.– 7:00p.m.
What: Various Soups, Breads, Jellies, Brownies,
Lemonade & Coffee
Donation of $2.00 for soup/sides
***The Art Department will
also have pottery pieces that
can be obtained for a
donation.

